Study on the prevalence of eccentric and concentric atherosclerotic plaques in various segments of the coronary arterial tree, in unselected and selected Bucharest population samples.
A study was carried out on the prevalence and distribution of eccentric and concentric atherosclerotic plaques in the coronary arterial tree of 916 unselected apparently healthy subjects who died from accidents and of 150 selected patients who died from coronary heart disease. The results show that the percentages of eccentric and concentric plaques vary with age, sex, anatomical branching pattern and cause of death; there are also differences between major coronary arteries and main branch vessels. In addition to eccentric and concentric plaques, we revealed the existence of mixed (both eccentric and concentric) plaques, mainly located at branch points.